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“Therefore

go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. . .” Matthew 28:19

Worship before baptisms on the Uruapiara River

Matt flying a Brazilian missionary from Rio
de Janeiro to visit some river communities

(Continued from Page 1) Matt asked exactly where it was located and during
the conversation realized that Jocione had to go right past Alta Floresta on the
way to this other community! Matt asked, “Did you not stop in Alta Floresta?”
Jocione replied, “Not yet, but I pray really hard every time I go past and I am
asking God for the courage to go there and share the Gospel!”
While Frank has been out with his family he wrote back to Matt and
said that two people accepted Jesus in the community of Alta Floresta! So even
though we don’t feel very useful during this time (we don’t want to be the
Americans that are traveling everywhere unconcerned about the potential risk
of spreading the virus) God is still working in amazing ways!
FAMILY LIFE:
Mariah- Mariah’s training at Youth With a Mission was cut short. Their overseas
mission outreach trip was canceled and then their local outreach plans were just
canceled. So although that didn’t go as planned, she will spend some time working
on her grandpa’s farm in Illinois before she comes back home (Brazil) for the summer at the end of May.
Jaelah– When you are homeschooled, quarantine doesn’t change things a whole
lot :) She’s still trucking along, but misses being with her friends when she’s done
with schoolwork. Technology is a big plus for keeping in touch with her sister and
her friends during this time though!
Luke- Thrilled to pieces to be out of school until April 30th—although school at
home in Portuguese is a lot harder than school at home in English! He has spent a
lot more time helping his dad with projects as Matt sets up the new hangar as an
aviation shop; welding, painting and carpentry to name a few skills he is learning.
Sierra– Ditto Luke, but the stress level is a lot higher. Prayers appreciated for the
next month of at home learning in another language. She is pretty happy to have
extra time in the kitchen to bake though!

Janelle’s parents were able to visit
us last month. Matt and Art used
the time to visit a few communities where we are starting to work.

PRAISE and PRAYER:
-This week Matt was planning a trip
when the Brazilian missionaries “uninvited” him as they did not want the
extra attention of a blue-eyed, white
skinned American traveling with
them. He has heard if he lands at another airport the authorities won’t let
him leave the airport grounds. Thankfully the Brazilians are free to visit the
smaller communities. So PRAISE that
the Work has not stopped and PRAY
that us Americans can travel soon.
-Our church here in the city of Humaita continues to grow. We have
four cell groups now and have started
monthly training for our future leaders and for the leaders of the communities close to the city. As soon as the
pandemic calms, we have 18 souls
ready to be baptized from our area.
-We have had multiple teams cancel
or postpone mission trips for this
year. As with all overseas missionaries, we are completely trusting in the
Lord on what this will all look like
once thing return to normal
(whatever “normal” will be).

COVID-19 update: As of today (4/6) there are no confirmed cases in Humaita.
Health checkpoints have been set up at the two road entrances to the city, and
also at the boat dock; bus & boat traffic has been restricted. Schools here in town
have been suspended since March 19th. For a lot of public school kids this means
no school at all as there is just no way for them to do distance learning. Luke &
Sierra study at a Christian school with a bit more structure to be able to put at
home learning in motion. They
receive daily homework assignments and sometimes video classes through WhatsApp. Restaurants and stores were all closed on
the 24th and residents directed to
stay at home—this past week
things opened back up for a few
days but we’ve heard they might
close again. There are a lot of peoDonations
ple here who live very much day
to day so this quarantine is really AMAZON SALT AND LIGHT
difficult in that it doesn’t just confine them to their home, it deprives them of the P.O. Box 697 Bloomington, IL 61702
opportunity to earn money to feed their family.
Contact:

As always, we are here, sustained by your prayers and financial
mattjanelle6@gmail.com
support. We appreciate every one of you!!
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